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The principle of 
descent with modification
Over long periods of 
time, natural selection 
produces organisms that 
have different structures 
and occupy different 
habitats.

All living species have 
descended with changes 
from previous species.



The principle of 
common Descent
All species- living 
and extinct- were 
derived from common 

ancestors.



1. Fossil record  
fossils of extinct species still resemble some 
species alive today



2. Species distribution
   similar species living in different regions



3. Homologous Body Structures 
anatomical similarities in different animal groups



4. Vestigial organs 
   body parts with little or no function 



5. Embryology 
early stages (embryos) of 
many vertebrates are 
similar


