
How do we categorize organisms?

BioDiversity



Finding Order in Diversity
Taxonomy: 
the discipline of classifying 
organisms and assigning 
names



Common names are what we use on a daily basis.

Felis concolor

Binomial Nomenclature : Each species receives a two-part 
scientific name, typically a latin description



Carolus Linnaeus 
developed a classification system that 
was hierarchical

Linnaeus’ system of classification

Each level 
is called a 
Taxon





Grizzly Bear Polar Bear Panda Bear

Ursus arctos Ursus maritimus Ailuropoda melanoleuca
(genus) (species)



Species are 
classified based on 
similarities



Making an acrostic memory tool
You will need:
● A piece of blank paper
● Colorful writing utensils

Remember to:
-Make the Letter big and visible
-Be creative!
-(in parenthesis) note the taxon

We will be sharing these with 
the whole class


